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PRICE LABORATORY SCHOOL PARENT NEWSLETTER 
VOLUME 1, NUMBER 3 
·«a· UNIT I 
There are some important changes and additions 
in Unit I this semester . Our two new student 
teachers are Miss Debra Delozier with Mrs. 
Finkelstein, and Miss Vicky O'Brien with Mrs. 
Burke . 
The first fifteen minutes of each class is now 
being devoted to "Little Groups ." During this 
time creative activities in reading and language 
arts geared to the abilities of the children in the 
group are presented. There are three groups, one 
taught by Miss Delozier and Miss O'Brien, one 
taught by Mrs . Finkelstein, and one by Mrs . 
Burke. The children who work in reading with 
Mrs . McClain engage in activities d irected by her 
at that time . 
We are currently discussing winter . We certainly 
are getting plenty of cooperation from the out-
door temperature ! Hopefully it will warm up 
enough sometime so we can have a "Play in the 
Snow Day" and also build snow sculptures with 
our 6th qrade friends. 
Three evening parent meetings are planned this 
semester . "Play--lts Characteristics and lmpor · 
tance" was the topic on February 8. The other 
dates and topics will be announced later. Hope 
to see you there! 
FEBRUARY, 1977 
••• e• UNITII 
The intinerary for Unit II students during the 
spring semester is very full and will take us to 
interesting places. Expanding our social studies 
units from "Family" and "Neighbhood," we will 
discover other cultures in the Southwestern 
United States and farther afield, to a non-western 
culture, Japan. We will concentrate on similari-
ties within these cultures and more particularly, 
the Basic Needs of all. 
Students should be using metric vocabulary soon. 
Science units of Distance, Volume, and Mass 
were introduced in January and will continue 
through February. 
Because of the bitterly cold weather, we've been 
using the classroom for rhythms and movement, 
taking every opportunity to get some exercise 
and large motor activity. 
.... UNIT Ill 
After our Christmas break, we are settled into 
our regular routine. This nine weeks we have two 
student teachers : Miss Paulette Jacobsen, who is 
working with Mrs. Ewald; and Miss Beverly 
Robinson, who is working with Mrs. Smith . 
Welcome! 
U n i t  1 1 1  h a s  b e e n  s t u d y i n g  a  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  u n i t  
e n t i t l e d  " A n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  M a p s  a n d  G l o b e s . "  
S u c h  t e r m s  a s  g r i d ,  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  l e g e n d ,  r o s e t t e ,  
a n d  c a r d i n a l  d i r e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  o f  o u r  
w o r k i n g  v o c a b u l a r y .  A n d  t o  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  
s h a r e d  f a m i l y  m a p s  w i t h  u s ,  t h a n k  y o u .  
A f t e r  a  s c i e n c e  u n i t  r e l a t i n g  t o  S a n d ,  •. v e  w i l l  
f o c u s  o n  A u s t r a l i a .  K o a l a  b e a r s ,  e u c a l y p t u ,  t r e e s ,  
a n d  A b o r i g i n e s  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  t h e  w o r d s  y o u  
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  h e a r  a t  h o m e !  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  
A u s t r a l i a n  i t e m s ,  o r  i f  y o u  k n o w  a n y  f o l k s  w h o  
m i g h t  s e r v e  a s  r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n s ,  d o  l e t  u s  k n o w .  
~ .  
•  U N I T I V  
D u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  n i n e  w e e k s  t h e  f i f t h  g r a d e r s  o f  
U n i t  I V  w e r e  s t u d y i n g  I o w a  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  
e m p h a s i s  o n  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  e c o n o m i c s .  T h e  m a i n  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  g e o g r a p h y  u n i t  i n c l u d e d  m a k i n g  
f i v e  m a p s  w h i c h  c o v e r e d  e l e v a t i o n ,  r i v e r s ,  g r o w -
i n g  s e a s o n ,  p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  a n d  m a j o r  c i t i e s .  
T h e  e c o n o m i c s  s e g m e n t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a -
t i o n  o f  I o w a ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a n  a c t i v i t y  
i l l u s t r a t i n g  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  o f  p e o p l e  
i n  a n  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m .  
S t u d e n t s  i n  U n i t  I V  c o m p l e t e d  a  u n i t  o n  f a m i l y  
l i v i n g .  T h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  c o m p i l e d  b y  M r s .  S o y ,  
i n c l u d e d  p a m p h l e t s ,  f i l m s ,  f i l m s t r i p s ,  t a p e  r e -
c o r d i n g s ,  t r a n s p a r e n c i e s ,  b o o k s ,  a n d  s l i d e s .  
" R e p r o d u c t i o n  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h  l i v i n g  
t h i n g s  p r o d u c e  n e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s .  
I f  a  s p e c i e s  d i d  n o t  r e p r o d u c e  i t  w o u l d  d i s a p p e a r  
f r o m  t h e  e a r t h . "  T h i s  b a s i c  i d e a  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  u n i t  a s  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  
o f  m a n y  f o r m s  o f  a n i m a l  l i f e  w e r e  s t u d i e d  a n d  
c o m p a r e d .  T h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  
i n  m a n  a n d  o t h e r  m a m m a l s .  M r s .  S o y  a n d  M r .  
C h r i s t e n s e n  w e r e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
p r o g r a m .  
I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  p a r e n t s  i n f o r m e d ,  t w o  m e e t -
i n g s  w e r e  s c h e d u l e d  w h e r e  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  a v a i l -
a b l e  f o r  r e v i e w .  
T h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  
e v a l u a t e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  n e x t  
y e a r .  
S t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  w o r k , n g  i n  U n i t  I V  t h i s  n i n e  
w e e k s  a r e  J u l i a  M e s s e r s m i t h ,  C o n n i e  M o h r ,  a n d  
T e r r y  T r a v i s .  
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U N I T V  
•  
M a p s  S h o w  t h e  W a y :  C o n s i d e r  a  m a p l e s s  w o r l d .  
H o w  e a s y  w o u l d  i t  b e  t o  f i n d  H o w a r d ' s  H o b b y  
S h o p ,  l o c a t e  t h e  M a n a g e r ' s  O f f i c e  i n  C o l l e g e  
S q u a r e ,  o r  f i g u r e  m i l e a g e  t o  N e w t o n ?  T r y  t o  
f i n d  o u t  w h i c h  d i r e c t i o n  I o w a  i s  f r o m  P e r u ,  d e -
c i d e  w h a t  t i m e  i t  i s  i n  H a w a i i ,  o r  c o m p a r e  I o w a ' s  
r a i n f a l l  w i t h  G e o r g i a ' s  w i t h o u t  a  g l o b e ,  m a p  o r  
A t l a s ?  Y e s ,  m a p s  m a k e  o u r  l i v e s  e a s i e r  a n d  c o n -
t a i n  a  w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  a r e  
w o r t h l e s s  t o  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  
w i t h  t h e m .  
U n i t  V  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  b e g i n  a  
u n i t  d e s i g n e d  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s '  
w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s k i l l s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  a n d  e x p e -
r i e n c e  w i t h  m a p s  a n d  g l o b e s .  S t u d e n t s  w i l  I  u s e  
a  v a r i e t y  o f  m a p s ,  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  a n d  m e d i a  i n  
a c t i v i t i e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m e e t  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l  n e e d s .  
T h i s  u n i t  s h o u l d  h e l p  " s h o w  t h e  w a y "  t o  a  f u l l e r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  r e l i a n c e  o n  m a p s .  
S t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  i n  U n i t  V  t h  i s  n i n e  w e e k s  a r e  
J a n i c e  H a r t w i g  a n d  A l  F r i t z  .  
. . . .  U N I T V I  
T h e  R e s o u r c e  P r o g r a m  n o w  h a s  a  r o o m !  T ~  
o f f i c e s  w e r e  c o m b i n e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h i s  n e w  s p a .  
w h i c h  i s  l o c a t e d  j u s t  o f f  t h e  h a l l  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  
l u n c h r o o m .  Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  c o m e  v i s i t  u s  i n  
o u r  n e w  l o c a t i o n .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  r e g u l a r  s u b j e c t  a r e a s  o f  m a t h  
a n d  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  
u s i n g  c o r r e c t  s p e l l i n g ,  p u n c t u a t i o n ,  a n d  l e t t e r  
f o r m a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  a d d r e s s e s .  W e  s h o u l d  b e  a l l  
s e t  f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  c a r d s  f o r  V a l e n t i n e ' s  D a y .  
T h i s  s e m e s t e r  w e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  t w o  P h a s e  
1 1  U . N . I .  s t u d e n t s  · w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  R e s o u r c e  
R o o m .  E a c h  w e e k  N a n c y  W e i s s h a a r  w i l l  b e  w i t h  
u s  t w o  m o r n i n g s  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  W e b s t e r  w i l l  b e  
h e r e  t w o  a f t e r n o o n s .  
.  
M r s .  D e b  L a n e v i l l e  i s  s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  i n  M r .  
C l a u s e n ' s  r o o m  t h i s  s e m e s t e r  a n d  M r s .  J a n e e  
B o e v e r  h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  a s  a  f u l l - t i m e  t e a c h e r  
a i d e .  
THE "COUNSELOR'S CORNER" 
Children deal with conflict constantly, some-
times well, sometimes badly. Because conflict 
seems to be inevitable, there should be some 
• 
emphasis on teaching skills which will enable 
children to find positive and workable methods 
for dealing with conflict. Fifteen 4th, 5th, and 
6th graders are currently involved in small group 
sessions which are designed to explore the area 
of constructive conflict management. Through 
role playing, discussion and reading material, 
students will be exposed to a variety of alterna-
tives for handling conflict, and will be given 
opportunities to practice different approaches 
which hopefully will lead to new understanding 
and satisfaction with regard to conflict resolu-
tion. 
Take note! Another series of parent meetings 
will be starting the end of February--(Friday 
mornings, Feb. 25. March 4, 18, 25. April 1, 8, 
from 9:00 11 ·00 a.m.). These sessions deal with 
exploring effective methods of parenting through 
the use of logical consequences, encouragement 
and commun1cat1on. 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
The indoor physical education program for all 
grades basically consists of two days of ball 
a skills, one day of swimming, one day of appara-
- tus work, and one day of either stunts and 
tumbling or rhythmic activ1t1es. Often the ball 
skills will involve low organ1zat 1on games. 
The objective 1n ball skills 1s to develop all 
around ball handling skills. Various kinds and 
sizes of balls are used as throwing, catching, and 
striking skills Jre practiced. 
Several new mats and pieces of gymnastics 
equipment have been purchased this year, and 
this has enabred considerable expansion of this 
phase of our program. 
National Physical Education and Sport Week wil I 
be held March 1-7 The physical education de-
partment 1s exploring poss1bilit1es for holding an 
Elementary School Physical Education Night 
during that week. 
ART 
Children in Art and Industrial Technology 
switched areas January 17th. Unit II will use 
many different ideas and materials including 
paper weaving, valentines and clay. Of special 
interest at third grade level of Unit 111 will be 
weaving a choice of mats or purses with a wide 
variety of yarns. Fifth grade of Unit IV will 
start soon with curved string stitchery and Unit 
V will do leather and junk 3-D collages. 
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 
A BRIDGE OVER ROARING RIVER: The 
Unit V students will be involved in a new unit of 
study during the third nine weeks. This unit 1s an 
outgrowth of the new state guide for industrial 
arts. The new guide includes as one of the con 
tent organizers the study of industrial produc-
tion. Production involves those portions of man's 
technology which deal with manufactured and 
constructed products. 
In order to make elementary students aware of 
one phase of man's construction technology the 
Unit V students will design and construct model 
bridges. The scale will be one centimeter equals 
one meter ( 1-100) with our bridges being a 
maximum of twelve meters wide, eight meters 
high, and fifty meters long. The models will be 
weighed and then tested for strength in order to 
determine which designs have the best weight to 
strength ratio. 
SPEECH & HEARING 
All students in grades 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 were 
administered hearing screening tests prior to 
Christmas. Since that time, rechecks have been 
made and parents of students needing medical 
attention have been informed. If you have a child 
in an'( of these grades and were not contacted, 
you may assume that your child had normal 
hearing at the time of testing. 
Similar hearing screening tests are adm1n1stered 
to all new students soon after they enroll in the 
Laboratory School If you ever have questions 01 
are concerned about your child's hearing and/or 
speech. please contact Dr. Lois Potter, 
(273-2546). 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 'S OFFICE 
A number of changes will be made in the summer 
school program this year. The two most signifi -
cant changes will be the length of the summer 
session and the tuition charge. 
In previous years, the summer program has oper-
ated for an eight-week session . This has posed 
problems for families who wanted their children 
to attend school, but also wanted to have time 
for a family vacation. This particular problem has 
been compounded in recent years with a trend 
toward starting summer school earlier in June 
and the regular school year the last week of 
August rather than after Labor Day. An eight 
week program in the summer has also made a 
rather large dent in the summer vacation for 
children. The program this summer will operate 
for six weeks, from June 13 to July 22. The 
effects of the six week session for both elemen-
tary students and the University teacher educa-
tion program will be evaluated for its application 
in future years. 
The second change will be a rather significant 
increase in the tuition charge assessed for the 
summer program. Tuition has remained at the 
same level ($24.00) for the past ten years, even 
though all other costs have increased greatly 
during this period of time . There have been 
minor adjustments in the room fee during this 
time , but I'm confident that you would agree 
that a half-day school program operating for 
eight weeks for a total charge of $32.00 (last 
year) has been the best educational bargain 
available! The exact tuition rate must be set by 
the Board of Regents at their meeting in Febru-
ary, and will be announced following that 
decision . 
The Summer School brochure will be developed 
during the next few weeks and should be avail -
able about the middle of April . 
-
H 
Mid-year parent-teacher conferences are optional, 
and may be initiated upon request by either 
parents or teachers . If you would like a mid -year 
conference, pl ease contact your child's teacher to 
make arrangements . 
SPANISH 
HOLA! The fourth grade Spanish classes have 
begun using the text Introducing Spanish. Th is 
text has no words, but students use the pictu res 
to stimulate introduction of new words an d • 
dialogues which fit the pi,ctures. We are also 
reviewing numbers now because we will be 
learning to tell time in Spanish. 
In observance of the Christmas season, the fifth 
grade Spanish classes learned about the Mexican 
Christmas custom of "las Posadas." On the last 
day of classes before vacation began, the classes 
celebrated a "posada" with Spanish Christmas 
carols and a pinata. Since returning from vaca -
tion, the fifth graders have been learning how to 
describe the exteriors of their homes. Next we 
will move inside the house to learn the names of 
rooms and furniture and how to talk about 
activities which take place inside the home. 
The sixth graders have been reading Spanish 
newspape rs from Puerto Rico. It has been inte r-
esting to read about the possibility of Puerto 
Rico becoming our 51 st state and to find out 
about the feelings of the Puerto Ricans on this 
subject . We are also comparing the format and 
contents of the Spanish newspapers with ours in 
Cedar Fall s ancl Waterloo. 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
February 22 . . . . .. .... Elementary Orchestra 
will perform at Valley Park School in Cedar Falls 
March 1. . . . . Elementary Physical Education 
Demonstration at 7 :30 p.m . 
March 5-13. . SPRING BREAK--NO SCHOOL 
March 24 . 
April 1 
April 8 
April 15 . 
. . Parent-Teacher Conferences--
NO ELEMENTARY CLASSES 
. . Parent-Teacher Conferences--
NO SCHOOL 
....... Good Friday Recess--
NO SCHOOL 
Beginning Reading Conference --
NO ELEMENTARY CLASSES 
e 
